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Victims of Apostasy 
& Blasphemy

“We are not to simply bandage                                    
the wounds of victims                                        

beneath the wheels of injustice,                                                 
we are to drive a spoke into                                     

the wheel itself.” 

                                                            Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Supreme Court Stays Asia 
Bibi's Execution (July 2015)
Supreme Court (SC) stayed the execution of Asia 
Bibi,  a Christian woman sentenced to death for 
alleged  blasphemy.  Bibi,  a  mother  of  five,  has 
been  in  prison  since  2010.  A  three-member 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  granted  leave  to 
appeal to Asia Bibi and stated that it is essential 
to  examine  her  case  for  administration  of 
justice.   Further,  the  apex  court  suspended  the 
decision  of  Lahore  High Court  (LHC)  which  had 
upheld  her  death  sentence.   An  objection  was 
raised by the SC over the 11-day- delay in filing 
the  appeal.  However,  it  said  that  this  objection 
would be taken up in the next hearing of the case. 
Asia Bibi is still in prison. 

Badawi arrested in 2012
Badawi, a Saudi blogger, was arrested in 2012 on 
a  charge  of  "insulting  Islam  through  electronic 
channels"  and  brought  to  court  on  several 
charges,  including apostasy.  In  2013  he  was 
convicted  on  several  charges  and  sentenced  to 
seven years in prison and 600 lashes. In 2014 his 
sentence  was  increased  to  10  years  in  prison, 
1000 lashes, and a fine. The flogging was to be 
carried  out  over  20  weeks.  The  first  50  lashes 
were administered on January 9, 2015.The second 
flogging  has  been  postponed  more  than  twelve 
times.  The  reason  for  the  most  recent 
postponement  is  unknown,  but  the  previous 
scheduled floggings were delayed due to Badawi's 
poor  health.  Badawi  is  known  to  have 
hypertension and his health has worsened since 
the flogging began.
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Hadi Al-Mutif spent 18 years in Saudi 
Prison For Apostasy (1993-2011)

The story of  Hadi Al-Mutif  goes back to 1993, 
where he was training in a police camp in Saudi 
Arabia.  Two  of  his  colleagues  accused  him  of 
satire  of  the  Prophet  Mohammad  (PBUH),  and 
hardliner  judge  Abdullah  Al-Mukhlaf  sentenced 
him to death because of his Ismaili beliefs. Hadi 
was identified as an unbeliever, or 'Kafir', as the 
judge stated in the death decree. The judgment 
was clearly biased due to his religious beliefs.  He 
was released from prison around November 2011.

Naghash Zargaran Imprisoned 
Since January 2013 For Apostasy

Iran:  A  Christian  convert  near  death  in  Iranian 
prison. Zargaran was arrested in January 2013 for 
her  involvement  in  Christian  activities  and 
connection with S. Abedeen. She is serving a four 
years  prison  sentence  for  threatening  national 
security by her Christian activities. She is now on 
temporarily  release  for  medical  treatment  after 
being on hunger strike.

Kuwati ruled as an apostate by 
Islamic court (1996)
Hussein, who has changed his first name to 
Robert, was ruled an apostate by an Islamic court 
on May 29 (CT, July 15, 1996, p. 54). Under strict 
Islamic law, any Muslim who deserts Islam is 
forcibly divorced, divested of parental and 
inheritance rights, and subject to execution if 
unrepentant
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Meriam Ibrahim is freed 
from Sudan - arrives in Italy 
(July 2014)

Meriam  Ibrahim,  27,  refused  to  renounce  her 
Christian faith in court in May, prompting a judge 
to sentence her to hang for apostasy. The court 
also sentenced her to 100 lashes for adultery  as 
she  is   married  a  non-muslim  man.  The  case 
became an international cause, with several U.S. 
lawmakers and the State Department blasting the 
decision  as  barbaric.  Sudan's  national  news 
service  SUNA  said  the  Court  of  Cassation  in 
Khartoum on Monday canceled the death sentence 
after  defence  lawyers  presented  their  case,  and 
that the court ordered her release

Minya Misdemeanor Court 
considers Mohamed Hiajazi 
"Bishoy" (Nov 2014)
An  Egyptian  prosecutor  on  Friday  ordered  the 
detention  for  two  weeks  of  a  Coptic  Christian 
activist  and  journalist  arrested  on  suspicion  of 
inciting religious strife, state media reported.
Bishoy  Armia,  a  convert  to  Christianity,  made 
headlines in  2008 when he lobbied to have his 
religion  changed  from  Islam  on  his  national 
identification card.He was reported to have been 
working  for  a  U.S.-based  Christian  television 
station  when  he  was  arrested  last  week  in  the 
southern  province  of  Minya.  A  prosecutor  there 
ordered him detained for 15 days for questioning 
on  suspicion  of  inciting  "chaos  and  sectarian 
strife",  the  official  MENA news agency reported. 
He remains in prison.
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Saeed Abedini Released 
from Prison  (Jan 2016)
Saeed Abedini was released from Iranian prison 
on 15 Jan 2016 in an American/Iran prison swap. 
Saeed is an Iranian American Christian pastor who 
had been detained in Iran since the summer of 
2012  and  incarcerated  in  Evin  Prison  since 
September  2012.  On January  27,  2013,  he  was 
sentenced to eight years in prison, reportedly on 
charges of undermining national security through 
his  Christian evangelical  activities  in  Iran in  the 
early 2000s.

Mahmoud Mohammed Taha 
(1909-1985)
Mahmoud  Mohammed  Taha  was  a  Sudanese 
religious thinker, leader, and trained engineer. He 
was born in Ruffaa, a town on the eastern bank of 
the  Blue  Nile.  In  1945,  he  founded  an  anti-
monarchical political group, the Republican Party, 
and  was  twice  imprisoned  by  the  British 
authorities. On 5 January 1985 Taha was arrested 
for  distributing pamphlets  calling for  an end to 
Shari'a law in Sudan. Brought to trial on 7 January 
he  refused  to  participate.  The  trial  lasted  two 
hours with the main evidence being confessions 
that  the  defendants  were  opposed  to  Sudan's 
interpretation of Islamic law. The next day he was 
sentenced  to  death  along  with  four  other 
followers (who later recanted and were pardoned) 
for "heresy, opposing application of Islamic law, 
disturbing  public  security,  provoking  opposition 
against  the  government,  and  reestablishing  a 
banned political party."
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Mehdi Dibaj (1935–1994)
Mehdi  Dibaj  was  an  Iranian  Christian  convert 
from  Sunni  Islam,  pastor  and  Christian  martyr. 
Dibaj  became  a  Christian  as  a  young  man  and 
joined the Jama'at-e Rabbani Church, the Iranian 
branch of the Assemblies of God. After the 1979 
Iranian revolution he encountered difficulties.  In 
1983  he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  without 
trial  in  Sari  and systematically  tortured.  He was 
finally  tried  by  an  Islamic  court  in  Sari  on  3 
December  1993  and  sentenced  to  death  on 
charges of apostasy. At his trial Dibaj declared: "I 
am  not  only  satisfied  to  be  in  prison  for  the 
honour of His Holy Name, but am ready to give 
my life for the sake of Jesus my Lord." Following a 
worldwide  outcry  initiated  by  his  friend  and 
colleague Bishop Haik Hovsepian Mehr, Dibaj was 
finally freed in January 1994, although the death 
sentence was not lifted. Just three days later, Haik 
Hovsepian  Mehr  was  abducted  and  murdered. 
Dibaj  was abducted on 24 June 1994. His body 
was found in a west Tehran park on  5 July 1994.

Malaysia's Lina Joy loses 
Islam conversion case                 
ReutersWorld | Wed May 30, 2007

Malaysia's best known Christian convert, Lina Joy, 
lost  a  six-year  battle  to  have  the  word  "Islam" 
removed  from  her  identity  card,  after  the 
country's highest court rejected the change.

Lina  Joy,  43,  was named Azlina  Jailani  and was 
brought  up  as  a  Muslim,  but  at  the  age  of  26 
decided to become a Christian. Later she wanted  
to marry her Christian boyfriend, a cook, but she 
cannot do so while her identity card declares her 
to be a Muslim. She and her boyfriend went into 
hiding and later escaped to Australia.
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Ex-Muslim In Jordan Tried 
for Converting to Christianity
April 24, 2008 
Relatives attack convert family for 
deserting Islam.



On trial for converting from Islam to Christianity, a 
Jordanian man may lose legal custody of his children 
and have his marriage annulled if found guilty of 
“apostasy.” 

Mohammad Abbad, 40, fled Jordan after Muslims 
violently attacked him and his 10-year-old son in 
their home and his father sued him on charges of 
apostasy, or leaving Islam. 
“I can’t win this case as long as I insist that I converted 
from Islam to Christianity,”  Abbad  wrote  from  the 
safety of a nearby country. 
“The court will annul my marriage, I will be deprived of 
my kids, I will be with no ID or passport, and my 
properties will be confiscated,”  said  the  father  of 
two,  referring  to  a  previous  Jordanian  apostasy 
verdict  from  November  2004  when  an  Amman 
Sharia  Court  convicted  a  Muslim  convert  to 
Christianity of apostasy and stripped him of all his 
legal rights.

Afghanistan: Death 
Sentence for Apostasy
Abdul Rahman, an Afghani citizen born 1965 was 
arrested in February 2006 and threatened with the 
death penalty for converting to Christianity. On 
March 26, 2006, under heavy pressure from 
foreign governments, the court returned his case 
to prosecutors, citing "investigative gaps”. He was 
released from prison to his family on the night of 
March 27. On March 29, Abdul Rahman arrived in 
Italy after the Italian government offered him 
asylum.
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Moroccan Authorities Raid 
Bible Study, Arrest Christians
February 9, 2010
Order to detain 18 nationals, deport 
U.S. citizen apparently came from 
highest levels.
A large, military-led team of Moroccan authorities 
raided a Bible study in a small city southeast of 
Marrakech, arresting 18 Moroccans and deporting 
a U.S. citizen,  Christian leaders said.
Approximately  60  officers  from  the  Moroccan 
security services, on February 4, raided the home 
of a Christian in Amizmiz, a picturesque city of 
10,000  mainly  Berber  people  southeast  of 
Marrakech. A church Bible study was in progress 
at  the  home  with  visitors  from  western  and 
southern Morocco, the leaders said.
Five of the 18 people held for 14 hours were small 
children,  two  of  them  infants  no  more  than  6 
months old. The other small children ranged from 
20 months to 4 years old.

Yemen Court Sentence 
Somali Convert to Death
July 7, 2000 

A Yemen court meted out the death penalty to a 
Somali  refugee  for  converting  from  Islam  to 
Christianity, unless he recants within seven days. 
Mohammed  Omer  Haji,  27,  was  given  a  one-
week ultimatum by Adens Tawahi Court to return 
to Islam, or face execution under Islamic law for 
committing apostasy. He was formally registered 
as  a  refugee  with  the  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Aden but 
the  UNHCR  officials  in  Khormaksar  stated  they 
were only able to help him if he was a Muslim. 
After 23 days in the Tawahi police station, he was 
transferred to  security  police  custody,  and then 
imprisoned in the Mansoora Jail until his release 
March 13. He is now living in New Zealand with 
his family. 
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Young man in Yemen abducted and 
murdered for atheist 'apostasy' 
(April 2016)

Omar Mohammad Bataweel, a young man from 
Aden  in  Yemen,  has  been  abducted  and 
murdered,  possibly  for  apostasy,  after  he wrote 
posts on social  media that appeared to criticise 
extremism in  Islam.  He  was shot  dead after  he 
wrote some posts that seemed critical of Islam on 
Facebook. 

Nigeria: Pastor's wife killed after 
blasphemy accusation 2 June 2016

Christians in Kano, the largest city  in  the mainly 
Muslim  northern  Nigeria,  were  bracing  for 
widespread violence following the 2 June killing of 
a Christian woman. 
Bridget Patience Agbahime,  74, originally from 
the southern state of Imo, was ambushed by an 
angry  mob  for  allegedly  blaspheming  against 
Islam’s prophet.

Islamists Hack Another Secular 
Writer to Death in Bangladesh (May 
2015)

For  the  third  time  in  2015,  Islamist  radicals  in 
Bangladesh  hacked  a  secular  writer  to  death  in 
public.  Four  masked  men chased  down Ananta 
Bijoy Das as Das left his home in Sylhet. "Ananta 
died  on  the  spot,"  Metropolitan  Police 
Commissioner Kamrul Hasan told the Daily Star. 
"Ananta  was  an  organiser  of  local  progressive 
publication  outlet  Jukti  (logic)  and  a  relentless 
writer on science." Das died at the age of 31
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Farag Foda (1946-1992)
Farag Foda  was born near Damietta in the Nile 
Delta. He worked as professor of agriculture. He 
wrote  numerous  books  and  contributed  as  a 
columnist  to  the Egyptian  magazine  October. 
Based  in  Cairo,  Foda  was  noted  for  his  critical 
articles  and  trenchant  satires  about  Islamic 
fundamentalism  in  Egypt.  In  many  newspaper 
articles,  he  pointed  out  weak  points  in  Islamist 
ideology.  Foda felt  that he was defending Islam 
against its distortion by Islamists. Shortly before 
he was assassinated, he had mocked an ongoing 
dispute among ulamas about sex in paradise. On 
8  June  1992,  after  leaving  his  office,  Foda  was 
shot dead by two Islamic fundamentalists. His son 
and other bystanders were seriously wounded in 
the  attack.  The  jihadist  group  Al-Gama'a  al-
Islamiyya  claimed  responsibility.  One  of  those 
involved  in  Foda's  murder,  Abu  El'Ela  Abdrabu 
(Abu  Al-'Ela  Abd  Rabbo),  was  released  from 
prison  in  2012  under  Mohamed  Morsi's 
government having served his sentence.

Charlie Hebdo (2015)
On 7 January 2015, two Islamist gunmen forced 
their way into the Paris headquarters of Charlie 
Hebdo  and  opened  fire,  killing  twelve:  staff 
cartoonists  Charb,  Cabu,  Honoré,  Tignous  and 
Wolinski,  economist  Bernard  Maris,  editors  Elsa 
Cayat and Mustapha Ourrad, guest Michel Renaud, 
maintenance worker Frédéric Boisseau and police 
officers  Brinsolaro  and  Merabet,  and  wounding 
eleven.  During  the  attack,  the  gunmen shouted 
"Allahu akbar" ("God is great" in Arabic) and also 
"the  Prophet  is  avenged".  President  François 
Hollande described it as a "terrorist attack of the 
most extreme barbarity".  The two gunmen were 
identified  as  Saïd  Kouachi  and  ChérifKouachi, 
French Muslim brothers of Algerian descent.
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Punjab Governor Salman Taseer 
(1944-2011)

Salman  Taseer  was  a  Pakistani  businessman  and 
politician who served as the governor of the province 
of Punjab from 2008 until  his assassination in early 
2011. A member of the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), 
he  had  served  also  as  a  minister  in  the  caretaker 
cabinet  of  Prime  Minister  Muhammad  Mian  Soomro 
under Pervez Musharraf. He was appointed to the post 
of  governor  on  15  May  2008,  by  then-President 
Musharraf at the request of the PPP establishment. On 
4 January 2011, Taseer was assassinated in Islamabad 
by  his  own  security  guard  Mumtaz  Qadri,  who 
disagreed  with  Taseer's  opposition  to  Pakistan's 
blasphemy law. 

A Dutch film director, film produce 
Theo Van Gogh (1957-2004)
Theo Van Gogh was born in The Hague, Netherlands. 
He  was  the  great-grandson  of  Theo  Van  Gogh,  the 
brother of the famous painter Vincent Van Gogh. Van 
Gogh  was  a   columnist,  author,  actor,  television 
director  and  film  producer.  He  worked  with  the 
Somali-born writer  Ayaan Hirsi Ali to produce the film 
Submission, which criticized the treatment of women 
in Islam and aroused controversy among Muslims. On 
2 November 2004 he was assassinated by Mohammed 
Bouyeri, a Dutch-Moroccan Muslim.

ISIS Publicly Executes Leading 
Lawyer and Human Rights Activist 
in Iraq (Sept 2014)

ISIS militants have publicly executed Samira Salih al-
Nuaimi,  a  leading lawyer  and human rights  activist, 
who  the  terror  group  claimed  that  had  abandoned 
Islam. Al-Nuaimi was kidnapped by ISIS (also known as 
Islamic  State)  on  17  September  after  she  allegedly 
criticised the militant group's destruction of places of 
worship in Mosul, Iraq, since it had taken control of 
the city, in comments posted on Facebook. 
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