
Human Rights & International  
Context of Religious Freedom  



 Universal Declaration  
of  Human Rights 

Resolution 217 A (III) - 10.12.1948



ARTICLE 18

UDHR

"Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, 
conscience and religion; this right includes 

freedom to change his religion or belief, and 
freedom, alone or in community with others, 

and, in public or private, to manifest his  
religion or belief in teaching, practice,  

worship and observance."



The freedom to leave or discontinue 
membership in a religion or religious group 

  
❑ in religious terms called "apostasy"  

❑ is also a fundamental part of religious 
freedom, covered by Article 18 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Definition of Religious Freedom
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1. Preserving the freedom of 
expression against pressure 

from governments and groups 
promoting "tolerance" or „PC“   

 
„Free speech“ or „hate speech“?

There is no human right that says we 
are not to be offended.  

Challenges to protect Human Rights







Blasphemy laws  
vs. Freedom of  
Expression



SAUDI ARABIA  
Raif Badawi - Blogger



Badawi’s wife Ensa Haidar  
received the Sakharov Prize
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Top Ten

Bottom Ten





2. The challenge of preventing 
discrimination while societies are 
becoming more diverse as a result 
of immigration, refugees, social 

changes.   
 

This is especially true in homogeneous 
societies like the Hungary, Slovakia, 

Czech Republic…

Challenges to protect Human Rights









◾ France 
◾ Belgium, 
◾ Netherlands 
◾ Italy (Lombardy) 
◾ Spain (Catalonia) 
◾ Bulgaria 
◾ Austria
◾ Germany

EUROPE: Legislation to restrict the  
wearing of burqas at least in certain areas 



3. The challenge of upholding 
international human rights standards in 

the UN, under pressure from 
authoritarian states:  China, Russia, 

and the members of the Organization 
for Islamic Cooperation all seek to 

weaken the system of human rights.

Challenges to protect Human Rights



Algeria
China
Cuba
France
Maldives
Mexico
Morocco
Namibia

Russian Federation
Saudi Arabia
South Africa
The former Yugoslav Republic  
of Macedonia
United Kingdom of Great Britain  
and Northern Ireland
Viet Nam

HUMAN RIGHTS  
COUNCIL 2016
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Religious Freedom Violations 

in the OSCE Region 

(57 Memberstates & ca 200 NGOs) 

 

Human Rights  

Advocacy in the  
OSCE 

since 15 Years







FOREF Side Event at OSCE
WARSAW, Sept. 30, 2015

● FOREF Europe presented an analysis of religious 
freedom violations by state actors in 

● France, 
● Austria, 
● Hungary & Germany



The European Union’s Guidelines 
on Freedom of Religion or Belief 

Beyond it’s Borders 

Peter Zoehrer

FoRB 
Freedom of Religion or Belief 

 



THEORY (FoRB)

 In line with universal and 
European human rights 
standards, the EU and its member 
States are committed to 
respecting, protecting and 
promoting freedom of religion or 
belief within their borders (FoRB)



THE PROBLEM:  
Internal & External Coherence

 The European Union is demanding 
Human Rights standards which it fails to 
implement within it’s own borders.  

 Drinking wine and preaching 
water...  

or 
 “Do as I say! Don’t do as I do!”



HUNGARY 2011:  
PM Victor Orban de-registered  

over 200 small Churches



Western Politicians repeatedly 
sacrifice human rights for Chinas 

market



Islamophobia in Europe



Vienna 
Dec 2015  

250 Islamic Kindergardens 
● „Koran education - other religions inferior  
● Close ties to Islamist organizations 
● Suspected „Jihad training“ as final stage 
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State Religions vs. „Sects“  
RUSSIA



In July 2016, the Russian government adopted a package of 
amendments for the ostensible purpose of combat- ing 

terrorism.  

These amendments, popularly known as the Yarovaya law, also 
significantly enhanced the scope and penalties of the religion and anti-ex- 
tremism laws. The religion law now broadly defines “missionary activities” 
to forbid preaching, praying, disseminating religious materials, and even 
answering questions about religion outside of socially designated sites. 

With no independent judiciary in Russia, any religious speech or activity 
not explicitly sanctioned by the authorities now has the potential to be 
criminalized, depending on the whims of local law enforcement and 
prosecutors.

RUSSIA: 
2016 Religion Law Amendments 









Many leaders and civic groups are sounding like Putin; 
they are exploiting fears of Muslims and threatening all 
minorities.  

They are reacting to foolishness by the EU and to real 
threats by some refugees, but the answer is not to 
retreat into the Putin/Eurasian nationalist mentality.  

Visegrad Countries 
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„Each civilization 
should be judged 

by the way it 
treats her 

minorities“ 
 

Mahatma Gandhi                         

Tolerance 
     



46

„We have to live 
together as 

brothers & sisters 
or perish together 

as fools“.  
Martin Luther King Jnr. 

Religious Tolerance      



Religious Freedom Advocacy

Please visit the FOREF Blog in English language

www.foref-europe.org



Thank you for   listening!


